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How many of you can remember back to a time when you got excited thinking about 

what you wanted to be for Halloween? There were so many possibilities! I wanted to be 

a princess, a school teacher, a rockstar, a cat and a doctor to name a few!  In October, 

for Halloween children and adults everywhere look forward to dressing up and becom-

ing someone or something else for a day!  Somewhat like Halloween Women of Today 

offers us all an opportunity to become someone else but without the costume. We be-

come more well rounded women who create positive opportunities in our own lives and 

our communities.  

 

For many October is also a time when we face some of our fears. Buildings are decked 

out with spider webs, fake graves, monsters and other ghoulish creatures. TV stations 

are filled with offerings of horror films old and new. I personally love horror movies 

and am always up for a good scare! Think about what some of your fears are. Have a 

fear if public speaking or planning and event? Women of Today can help you overcome 

these fears in the comfort of friends!   

 

The month of October also lets us indulge in our sweet tooth. Children trick or treat 

and some of us adults enjoy samplings from their prideful stash. For some it's fun to 

hand out candy and watch the kids get excited looking to see what type of treat you are 

going to drop in their plastic pumpkins.  What types of treats will you find within 

Women of Today? Will it be foodie adventure, wellness buddies or a yummy Indian din-

ner offering for $5 for friendly?   

 

For me October kicks off my three month favorite time of the year full of holiday fun 

and surprises. I hope each of you enjoy all of the beauty and fun that October brings!  

In Friendship,  

Charlotte Perz  

2011-2012 EPWT Chapter President  

 

Upcoming events can be found on our website                                                                             

under ñUpcoming Eventsò 

http://www.epwt.org/  

upcoming_events.htm 
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Nine EPWT members made their way north to Cragunõs on Gull Lake where a beautiful autumn weekend set the 

stage for much triumph and celebration.  The weekend included a project fair, a pontoon boat ride, horse -drawn 

trolley tour, òmagicaló Sunday morning breakfast, as well as Eden Prairie coming in 1st  in the òTooth Ferry 

Racesó thanks to the canoeing skills of Charlotte Perz and Kimberly Rowland . 

Once again the Eden Prairie Women of Today came in 1st  in SUCCESS overall , as well as 1st  in SUCCESS 

in our Population Division , demonstrating that we are a well -rounded chapter highly -engaged in supporting 

the needs of our community and our members.  Our chapter also won several other awards.  In the area of member-

ship we were acknowledge for Top 5 in Growth (Growth +6), as well as having an in -chapter extension (4 new 

members in 1 month) and for 93% member retention the 1st trimester.  In addition, we won 3 Project of the Tri-

mester awards .  Watch for more details on these at our next meeting.  

 

Several of our members were also acknowledged for their individual efforts 1 st trimester .  Barb Pabst was honored 

with a Presidential Pin  for her work as Membership VP, Sue Ellen Toppings was honored with a Presidential 

Medallion  for her efforts as State Program Manager for Public Relations, and Gail Weeks was awarded Out-

standing LPM  for Community Connections.   

Awards from the United States Women of Today Annual Connection last June were also distributed.  Eden Prairie 

won the USWT Projection Recognition  for Member Enrichment for its 2010 

Women of Today Week project entry submission.  Gail Weeks won the 2010 -2011 

USWT Poetry Contest  and the 2010 -2011 USWT Effective Writing Contest .   

In addition, Sue Ellen Toppings and Gail Weeks received the 2010 -2011 Out-

standing Achievement in Programming  awards.  

There are a couple more awards yet to be announced, so make sure you attend 

the next chapter meeting and watch them be presented!  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Eden Prairie Shines Bright in the Northern Sky! By Gail W. 
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First Trimester Certifications and Acknowledgements By Gail W. 
Many of our members were noted for their efforts 1 st Trimester including the following:  

 

MNWT Fast Start  activities associated with their leadership roles:  

Charlotte Perz, Amber Stoner, Joanna Takes, Eden Strot, Gail Weeks, Barb Pabst, and Fay Clark  

 

MNWT Living & Learning  Certifications:  

Lisa Yee, Ashlie St. Clair, Sue Ellen Toppings, Licia Jacques, Barb Pabst, Shannon Seymour, Kimberly 

Rowland, Charlotte Perz, Gail Weeks, Tami Massee, and Nancy Cohen  

 

Personal Enrichment Program (Stress Management) Certifications:  

EPWT Chapter  

 

 

We also had many members acknowledged by USWT for their efforts including the following:  

 

USWT Focus on Women Certifications (2010 -2011): 

Hetal Agrawal, Sue Ellen Toppings, Amber Stoner, Marie Robinson, Christi Michaels - Flaherty, Beth 

Wojahn, Barb Pabst, Johanna Takes, Gail Weeks, Charlotte Perz, and Kimberly Rowland  

 

USWT Chaplain Certifications (2010 -2011): 

Shannon Seymour, Licia Jacques, Charlotte Perz, Kimberly Rowland, Gail Weeks, Johanna Takes, 

Christ Michaels -Flaherty, Marie Robinson, Sue Ellen Toppings, Hetal Agrawal, Barb Pabst, and Beth 

Wojahn  

 

USWT Effective Speaking  Certifications (2010 -2011): 

Kimberly Rowland and Marie Robinson  

 

USWT Effective Writing  Certifications (2010 -2011): 

Joanna Takes, Gail Weeks, Kimberly Rowland, Nancy Cohen, and Melissa Redzuan  

 

USWT Effective Listening Certifications (2010 -2011): 

Stacey Dietz, Pat Brandon, Christi Michaels -Flaherty, Cyndy Mertz, Hetal Agrawal, Kerry Anderson, 

Mary Erickson -Kamp, Tami Massee, Marie Robinson, Gail Weeks, Beth Wojahn, Beth Koehler, Sue 

Ellen Toppings, Nancy Cohen, and Charlotte Perz  

 

USWT Leadership  Certifications (2010 -2011): 

Toni Knorr, Shannon Seymour, Jan Mars, Laura Besta, Joyce Arlt, Mary Erickson -Kamp, Tami Massee, 

Sue Ellen Toppings, Erin Strot, Marie Robinson, Amber Stoner, Beth Koehler, Beth Wojahn, Kimberly 

Rowland, Gail Weeks, and Joanna Takes  

 

USWT Teambuilding  Certification (2010 -2011): 

Barb Pabst, Licia Jacques, Gail Weeks, Kimberly Rowland, Beth Wojahn, Beth Koehler, Erin Strot, Sue 

Ellen Toppings, Nancy Cohen, Melissa Redzuan, and Charlotte Perz  
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Please join the Eden Prairie Historical Society for the second annual Ghost Walk.  Volunteers will portray 

some of the pioneers from Eden Prairieôs history.  These ñghostsò  will dress in attire representing the 1860s ï 

1890s  You will stroll through the house and grounds of the Cummins Phipps Grill House as these ghosts tell 

stories and give short skits about what life was like in our newly developed town.  Afterwards, all are invited to 

stay for pie, cider and coffee in this historic, warm and festively decorated old home.  The pie will be donated 

by Bakers Square who is also offering a $5 gift card to the first 100 people who RSVP!  This would make 

early registration half price! 

So come join characters like JR, and Martha Cummins, John Goodrich and even Eden Prairieôs first school 

teacher as they reminisce about the past.  This event is not frightening and is appropriate for school children 

through adults and seniors.  

Eden Prairie Historical Societyõs 2nd Annual Ghost Walk By Valerie R. 
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Who Are Your Neighbors? By Sue Ellen (via EP community education center) 
Register now for Who are Your Neighbors? Focus on our Hispanic & Latino Community, on Thursday, October 27th from 

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in The Heritage Rooms of Eden Prairie City Hall. Dinner will be catered by The Garden Room. Cost is 

$20. (Please register before October 17th .)  

Discover information about the cultures of our Spanish-speaking neighbors, including the history, religion, customs, and 

ways of life. The evening will also include small group conversations with Spanish-speaking representatives from Mexico, 

Latin America and South America. Presenters are Heriberto Vargas, Eden Prairie Schools Spanish Communication Specialist 

& Marianne de Ramos, Community Education Spanish Instructor . 

Questions? Don't hesitate to call 952 -975 -6940 . Thank you .  ~ Eden Prairie Community Education  

tel:952-975-6940

